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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Jerry Hill

Post 71 Commander
Jhill535553@gmail.com

I, as all of you, hope we are seeing an end to the
COVID-19 pandemic that has impacted all our
lives. Right now, new COVID tests are allowing our
country to open back up. There is also the
possibility we may have a proven COVID vaccine
by the end of the year. As we all move into Phase
3.0 NC Governor ordered shut down, | want to
thank all our Post 71 members and families for
starting important conversations on our Facebook
and Website pages. Thank you for showing us how
to support each other.

At this time, we are looking at having our first
General Membership meeting at Post 71 on
November 11" — Veterans day. This may change
and everyone will be kept informed. We will be
reaching out to the Cook Committees to start
getting organized for the restart of our regular
membership meeting dinners. One big change —
we will not be having breakfast.

Items going on at Post 71 —

1 — Planning a new Lunch for Hull’s Landing
Veterans in November/December — forming a
committee that will lead the project.

2 - Per the PEC majority vote on having the
Basement inspected by an outside inspector - that
is moving forward and Brian Collins heading it up.

3 - An outside rental for a BBQ cook off group
brought in rental revenue over a previous weekend
- thanks to Jim Braxton.

4 - Our Flag retirement ceremony will be October
15th at Post 71 starting at 6:00pm. The Auxiliary
will have hot dogs available starting at 5:30pm.

5 - There will be a social area in the Legion Hall on
Wednesday’s led by Basement Chairperson Pam
Meeks. Starts at 4:30pm. Thanks Pam.

6 - Thanks to our Webmaster Vinny Czepiel (Post
71 website) and Post Facebook page led by Brian
Collins and Paul Papineau - great communications.

7 - A number of repairs on lights and wiring have
been completed at the post - also the ice machine
has been repaired. Thanks to Jim Braxton and
Brian Collins

8 - Meetings being held at the post (25 or less) -
Travel club (outside), Marine Corps League, 40&8,
District Legion meeting, Executive Committee, and
small social gatherings at the Chicken Barn (now
moved inside with Pam).

Thank you Post 71 members for your steadfast
support of Post 71.

As we stand united as veterans in the shadow of
this pandemic let us move forward supporting our
families and country, thank God for allowing us to
live in a free and democratic country.

For God and County

Terry Stanberry

Post 71 Chaplain
Newsletter Editor
Terrync57@gmail.com

How divided are we during this pandemic?

Pandemics have often prompted religious turmoil.
In ancient Athens, a terrible plague turned people
away from religion. The historian Thucydides
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reported that at first the Athenians asked the gods
for help. But when prayer had no effect, the people
saw the fultility of religion.

As the disease spread, general lawlessness broke
out. People expected to die soon, so they focused
on enjoying themselves in the present moment.
They gave up on honor and were not worried about
punishment for crime. Thucydides explained that
there was no longer any fear of the gods or of the
laws. We see this today with our protest in large
cities and in our communities.

Here are some versus to strengthen us to move
forward:

Psalms 23:4 - Yea, though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou
[art] with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Mark 4:40 - And he said unto them, Why are ye so
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

Psalms 107:20 - He sent his word, and healed
them, and delivered [them] from their destructions.

The good news is that our pandemic is less severe.
As Veteran’s we need to stand- together and drop
our differences and promote our positives. The
COVID-crisis has strengthened the faith of people
who were already religious. Now let us go forward
and do good!

Flag Retirement Ceremony
Paul Papineau

Post 71 Adjutant
ppapineau@gmail.com

You do not want to miss the Flag Retirement
Ceremony on 15 Oct. 2020 at 1730.

We are planning a Flag Retirement Ceremony. We
will provide outdoor seating for up to 50 people.
For those that want to remain further isolated, we
will provide car parking so you can still see the
event from in your car. The event will begin at 6
pm, so please show up at 5:30.

Highlights:

e Post Officers will perform the ceremony.

¢ A Bugler has been arranged via Bugles
Across America

e Boy Scouts will perform the flag burning.

e Honor Guard will fire a 3 shot rifle salute.

e The Auxiliary will cook and serve hot dogs,
soda, and water.

Updates:

Honor Guard: We need one more member. So far,
we have Al Cotham and Emory Howard. Bo will
lead. If you can help, email me at
ppapineau@gmail.com.

Food: Auxiliary will cook and serve. It will be walk
up service. We have two gift certificates for H.T.
Bugles: Bugles Across America is laid on.

Boy Scouts: Bo will provide troop.

Flag Ceremony: Jerry will officiate.

Chairs for 50: Helpers needed.

Car parker: Helpers needed.

Insect repellent: Bring your own.

Officer's Uniform: Gray slacks, white shirt, blue
sports coat, legion garrison cap, and legion tie.

American Legion Leonard Moore Post 71 ¢ 1300 Old US 70W, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC

Department of North Carolina, Division Ill, District 11 e https://nclegionpost71.0rg



https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-23-4/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Mark-4-40/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-107-20/
mailto:ppapineau@gmail.com
mailto:ppapineau@gmail.com

NORTH CAROLINA

The Post Executive Committee and our members
(and family) supporting the Food Fest Saturday
Sept 12th - your efforts were successful. Every one
of you came and worked to support our Veterans
(that's what we do). It's hard to name everyone so

please let me know if there is anyone | have
overlooked or deserves special recognition.

Special thanks to the Food Fest Chairman and Co-
Chairman's Jim Braxton, Sal Pilo and Brian Collins
who gave so much time and effort to make this a
success. Thanks to Pam Meek (Basement
Committee Chairperson) for the soft drinks and for
working the Festival. Thanks to Larry Tice who
donated to the post his trailer pig cooker. Larry also
donated a truck with the money going to Post 71.

The combination of the Pork Butts, Beef Brisket,
Sausages, and hot dogs plus a 50/50 and an
American Flag sign raffle put us over the top.
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Saturday, October 3, American Legion Riders
from all over North Carolina took part in the first in-
state Legacy Run. Assembling at the Vietnam
memorial on the old Capitol grounds, the monthly
noontime “Reading of The Names” and MIA
Ceremony was attended by as many as a hundred,
North Carolina Riders. Also, in attendance was an
honored guest, the National Commander. The
Legacy Scholarship Run is the primary event for
acquiring fund donations, and not even the national
pandemic could stop the Riders from patrticipating.
Six of our Riders from Post 71 were present the
event. The Legion Family — Post, Riders, and
Auxiliary made donations to the fund, as did several
individuals.

Sharon Neville
President Unit 71
snevillebelieve@gmail.com

District 5 Meeting was held by Zoom on September
19", Six Unit Presidents give reports. Even though
the Units haven’t been able to meet, all are doing
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well and are working on small projects getting
ready to reopen after the 1% of the year when the
Governor says we can.

Wilson Unit #13 recently moved into a new building
and will host an open house on December 27,

Please Join Post #71 on October 15™ for their Flag
Retirement Ceremony. We will be serving hot
dogs, chips, etc. starting at 5:30pm, with the
Ceremony starting at 6pm. If you have not
attended a Flag Retirement before, you will be very
moved. It is an honorable way to dispose of old,
battered and tattered American flags.

2021 Dues are now due.

If you know if any veteran that needs a little extra
care at this time, please let me know.

For God and Country
Sharon Neville
President — Clayton Unit #71

100 Miles for Hope is a virtual 100-mile
walk/run/ride challenge starting Aug. 3 and going
through Veterans Day in 2020. It's a way to
invigorate donations for the Veterans & Children
Foundation, as well as encourage American Legion
Family members to be active in this time of social
distancing. https://emblem.legion.org/100-Miles-
For-Hope-Reagistration/productinfo/100MILES/100
Miles for Hope is a virtual 100-mile walk/run/ride
challenge starting Aug. 3 and going through
Veterans Day in 2020. It's a way to invigorate
donations for the Veterans & Children Foundation,
as well as encourage American Legion Family
members to be active in this time of social
distancing. https://emblem.legion.org/100-Miles-
For-Hope-Reagistration/productinfo/100MILES/

Veterans Rally Point - Please join us for Johnston
County’s “Veterans Rally Point” event. ALL
Veterans are invited to attend this special event to
be held at the Smithfield American Legion Post.
The venue is simply to provide a rally point for all
veterans to meet, socialize, and network. Meets are
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9am until
11am. Join fellow veterans for coffee, conversation
and the occasional guest speaker. Point of Contact:
Robert Boyette 919-989-5067.
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Post 71 Executive committee Meeting 10/8/2020

Present: Commander Jerry Hill, 1st Vice Mac
McCorkle, Adjutant Paul Papineau, Treasurer Jeff
Marcum, Historian Dick Neville, Service Officer Jim
Braxton, Sargent’s-at-Arms Bob Gretsinger, Vinny
Czepiel, Al Cotham, and Larry Tice.

Commander Hill called the meeting to order at
1745.

Braxton led a prayer.
Building and Grounds.

Ice machine working, but needs better
ventilation. LP Gas tank valve is leaking.
Shut off now.

Basement

Cdr appointed Bob Gretsinger to the
Basement committee. Hours are evolving,
but 5 to about 9 now. Name of Basement
changed to Happy Hours

Historian

Motion to print and send newsletters to
members without email addresses. Cost to
be covered by charging $50 a month to
organizations using the hall. 2" received.
Motion passed. Brian and Dick volunteered
to stuff the envelopes.

Finance

Motion to conduct routine audits in
accordance with this schedule. Post: Jan —
March, Membership: April-June, Post: July-
August, Riders: September. 2" received.
Motion passed. Motion to move account to
FNB. 2" received. Motion passed.
Requested that a Financial audit committee
be established. Tabled to next meeting.

Adjutant

We are at about 80% renewal. Motion to
make FB page private. 2" received.

Motion passed. Motion to allow Boy Scout
troop 124 to use temporarily hall on Monday
night (not riders nights) from 6:30to 9. 2™
received. Passed.

1% Vice

Motion to buy 100 decals to give to website
sponsors contingent on the approval of the
design by Department. Cost $156. 2™
received. Passed.

Commander Passed out awards. Braxton on Fund
raising

e 23 April to 24 April. Clayton will
have a Spring-Fling. We will rent
lawn for a not open to the public
BBQ competition. The next day we
will sell some of the products.

Frank Aldrich was appointed
committee chair.

e Fish Fry. Goalis to start up in
January. David Jones was appointed
committee chair.

Veteran’s Day

Brian Collins will chair the cook committee.
We will have a pig for the General meeting
dinner, but there will be no breakfast this
year.

Bob Gretsinger

Motion to increase the cost of rentals. No
2", Motion was tabled until the next
meeting to allow Bob to check the cost of
our rental competitors.

1919 Adjourned with a prayer by Braxton
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Post 71 Important Contacts:

Commander: Jerry Hill - (919) 359-8217

1st Vice: Mac McCorkle - (919) 395-9926

2nd Vice: Sal Pilo - (919) 280-7446

Chaplain: Terry Stanberry - (919) 520-3861
Service Officer: Jimmy Braxton - (919) 413-6006

Adjutant: Paul Papineau - (847) 863-6779

Legion Riders Director: Vic Wynne (919) 553-5074
Auxiliary President: Sharon Neville - (919) 818-6626
Newsletter Editor: terrync57@gmail.com

Rentals: Ed Smola - (919) 270-8951

Free ride to the VA Hospital in Durham (DAV Van) call (919) 989-7177. They will tell you were to meet the van.
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