American Legion [Post 74
Newsletter

VOLUME XV ISSUE 10, November 2022

Commander’s Corner:

A quick thank you to those that came out to help with
the road clean-up! It was great to see the support and
we always have a great time, even when we’re work-
ing! | also want to thank those who helped out at the
Harvest Festival with set-up and break-down and
those volunteering your time out there. We recruited
two new AL members, a new SAL member and we al-
so the opportunity to let our town know we are here
and what we contribute to our veteran families and
our community.

Pictured Above: Road clean-up crew

Also, the monthly buddy checks are really going well
and | appreciate those who are taking the time to
come out and help keep us in touch with our mem-
bers. Anyone is welcome to join us at the post to help
out making calls or we can provide you with a list of
members and their numbers if you’d like to help but
are unable to come to the Post. If you're interested,
please check in with me for further info.

We received our 10 year stickers for Adopt a Highway
and they have been applied to our signs. | want to
thank Al Cotham for all his work at heading this up for
our Post. Below is this month’s crew.

Sick Call:

Bill Kirk, Bennie Benavides, Tom Meece, Jesse Ste-
vens, and Nacy McConnell, whose mother s ill.

Be sure to check in on your fellow veterans to see

how they’re doing. With the cooler weather com-
ing in, so does the flu and colds.

Local Veterans Day Events

¢ Veterans Day Celebration
11/07, 1700, Free
Veterans Monument
Clayton Town Hall, Clayton, NC

¢ Veterans Day Breakfast
11/11, 0800-1000, Hosted by Post 71 Auxiliary
Post 71, Clayton, NC

¢ Veterans Day Event
11/11, 1030-1130
Smithfield-Selma High School Gym
700 M Durwood Stephenson Pkwy
Smithfield, NC

¢ Salute the Troops Comedy Show
11/11, 1800-2200, $15/ticket
710 W Main St, Clayton, NC

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/salute-the-troops
-comedy-show-tickets-434219581457

¢ Post 71 Monthly Meeting/Dinner
11/11, 1900, Free, Catered by Manning’s
Post 71, Clayton, NC
¢ Veterans Day Celebration
11/12, 1300-1600
Deep River Brewing Co.
700 W Main St, Ste 102, Clayton, NC

https://www.johnstoncountync.org/event/veterans-day-
celebration/12196/

¢ Veterans Day Performance
11/14, 1030-1130
Thales Academy

65 SE Flowers Parkway
Clayton, NC
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Additional Items:

Veteran Interviews: We were contacted by a high
school teacher at West Johnston High School whose
World History students are interviewing veterans
and other service members. If you are interested in
participating in an interview, contact Pam Meek for
the form to complete.

Thanksgiving: With Thanksgiving and other holidays
quickly approaching, we are reminded that it’s a
time to come together with friends and family and
look back on the all the things that we are grateful
for. Through sickness and loss, new love and new
friends, and everything in between; we should re-
flect and appreciate where we are today and never
take for granted the time we have with those we
cherish.
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Pictured Above: Honor Guard from the Clayton Harvest Festival

In Case You Missed It:

Highlights from October’s meeting:

1. Christmas Party. Raffle tickets on sale now, the
Auxiliary will help decorate, and the food will be
potluck like last year.

2. Wreaths Across America. The PEC approved the
purchase of 6 wreaths for $90. Motion made to
approve the purchase and was passed.

2023 VA Disability Increase

On October 13, 2022, the Social Security Administra-
tion announced an 8.7% increase in the Cost-of-
Living Allowance (COLA) in 2023. As COLA increases
so does the VA Disability Compensation rate. This
will be the largest increase in 40 years! Official com-
pensation tables will be provided by the VA in De-
cember 2022. Please refer to https://www.ssa.gov/
cola/ for the Social Security Administration’s official
notice regarding this COLA increase.

-Kevin Wilson

Raffle Tickets:

We have 2 items that are being raffled off. A hand-
made patriotic quilt that was made by our Post Ser-
vice Officer, Kevin Wilson’s, dad. A special thanks to
Kevin and Dad for the generous donation to the
raffle. There is also a handmade, burnt, wooden flag.
This would look great hanging in your home. Items
will be on displa at the post. See Kevin or Ronnie for
tickets. $5 each or $10 for 3. Drawing will be held at
the Post Christmas Party. Ask your friends and fami-
ly to buy some tickets too!

-Ronnie Hadley

New Members:

Jim Lamb, Air Force and Charlie Reed, Marine

Chaplain’s Corner:

A Prayer for our Veterans

“ Lord, You know how deep a warrior's wounds go.
You know the loss that many of our veterans in body
and soul. You know the memories that haunt them
and the scars that many of them continue to car-
ry. Please bring healing to those veterans who still
hurt. Please grant patience and wisdom to those
around them who cannot understand but can some-
times help the healing process. Please apply both
natural and supernatural medicine to their
wounds.”
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Quote of the Month:

Freedom is never more than one generation away
from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected,
and handed on for them to do the same.

-Ronald Reagan

Hopefully you talked to your fellow members and
were able to figure out who our last bio was from
but if not, it was Kevin Wilson, our Finance Officer. \
Let’s see who can guess this month’s member! 2022

VETERANS DAY

Deals, Discounts

and Freebies

Below is a list of a few places offering free meals,
discounts and more! Click the link for more details!

| was born in a state that gets lots of snow.
https://www.military.com/veterans-day/restaurants-

veterans-day-military-discounts.html

| can sometimes be found on a trail in the woods.

Shocking to some, | am still wired to my work.

The gridiron and frozen pond are my favorites. Applebee’s, BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse, Bob Ev-

q ; " ans, Buffalo Wild Wings, Carolina Ale House, Chili’s,
I'am married with 2 children. Cracker Barrel, Golden Corral, Logan’s Roadhouse,
(And no, I’'m not Al Bundy!) Red Lobster

Who am 1??

*EX*REMINDERS****

*  Dues are due! Pay $35 before the end of the year! Anything after 31 December will be $45. Pay online @ https://
www.legion.org/renew or by mail to Post 71, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC 27528 . Contact Dick Neville with any
questions.

*  The first Saturday of every month is the Reading of the Names at the Raleigh state capitol building at 1200.

*  Every second Wednesday of the month is the Veteran’s Rally Point held at American Legion Post 132, 100 Pitchel
St., Smithfield, NC at 0800.

*  Buddy Breakfast at the Post every Tuesday from 0900 - 1100. Auxiliary hosts the breakfast every 4th Tuesday of
the month in the main hall.

*  Happy Hours in the basement at the Post every Wednesday from 1630 - 2100 for poker, cornhole, or darts!

American Legion Leonard Moore Post 71 ¢ 1300 Old US 70W, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC
Department of North Carolina, Division Ill, District 11


https://www.legion.org/renew
https://www.legion.org/renew
https://www.military.com/veterans-day/restaurants-veterans-day-military-discounts.html
https://www.military.com/veterans-day/restaurants-veterans-day-military-discounts.html

