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Commander’s Corner:

One of the things that March is known for is new Local Events
growth. It ignites excitement of warmer weather and
longer days to enjoy the beauty in the blooming of trees
and flowers along with love and friendships. It’s about
moving forward, which is the direction of the American
Legion. For us to continue to grow we need to move for-

¢ WOMEN'’S HISTORY MONTH
¢ Dailey & Vincent @ The Clayton Center

3/11 @ 2000, $40/ticket

111 E. 2nd St., Clayton, NC
https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/4977754/dailey-vincent-

ward. We have made a lot of changes in the past year clayton-the-clayton-center
which has paid off and it will be exciting to see what ¢ 158th Bentonville Battlefield Anniversary
next year will bring. 3/18, 1000 - 1600, Free

Bentonville Battlefield State Historic Site
With March comes the celebration of Women’s History 5466 Harper House Rd., Four Oaks, NC

Month. Post 71 is very fortunate to have several female J+tps://historicsites.nc.gov/all-sites/bentonville-battlefield
veteran members, most of which are very active in our ¢ Etchings in Stone Film Screening

post leadership and activities. | want to personally thank 3/25 @ 1100 and 1500
them and all other female veterans everywhere for their NC Museum of History, Daniels Auditorium
contributions to our freedom and our way of life. 5 E Edenton St., Raleigh, NC

https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/news/events/
etchings-stone-film-screening

March also holds another special place in history. March
29, 1973 was the day the last US combat troops depart-
ed Vietnam as well as the same timeframe Hanoi re-
leased the last of their acknowledged prisoners of war.
This day is known as Vietnam War Veterans day, signed
into law in 2017.

ttps://historicsites.nc.gov/all-sites/bentonville-battlefield
¢ Skyfest

3/25 @ 0900 - 1500, $5/ticket

Johnston County Regional Airport

3149 Swift Creek Rd., Smithfield, NC
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/skyfest-nc-2023-tickets-

353748660767
This month at our membership meeting we will be rec- |+ National Vietham War Veterans Day
ognizing our first responders so come and join us. We 3/29/2023

will be having a meal and would appreciate a donation
$8.00 to help with the cost. Any donation is appreciat-
ed. s | 51 IR ¥ P PO O P S w-—w,’ r

Pictured Above: Pam Meek presenting Glenn Lee with a certificate
celebrating his 50 year membership with the American Legion.
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Chaplain’s Corner:

The Vietnam Veteran’s Prayer

Gracious and Almighty God, every year on the
29th day of March, Vietnam veterans and those
who love and care for them come to You asking
for healing of memories, forgiveness for mis-
deeds, and blessings for the freedom we enjoy in
America.

May our observance be a timely reminder that
our freedom was purchased at high cost and
should not be taken for granted. Bless the fami-
lies and friends of those we honor today, and
bless the veterans who share memories, stories,
and tears to enrich this day.

Finally, dear Lord, grant eternal rest for all those
whose names are inscribed on The Wall and for
those You have called to Yourself since the war
ended. Let us not forget those who never re-
turned. We pray that a full accounting of them
will be attained one day soon.

-by Father Phil Salois, National Chaplain, Vietnam
Veterans of America

Service Officer Corner:

We Honor Veterans

Post members can participate in a program called
“We Honor Veterans” at the SECU Hospice House
in Smithfield, NC. Volunteers will be part of a cer-
emony where patients receive a certificate, a
small US flag, and a flag representing their branch
of military. The veteran leading the presentation
salutes the patient and thanks him/her for their
service. The group assembled in the room sings
“America the Beautiful,” and closes with a prayer
or blessing. If you are interested in participating
in “one of the last things you can do for fellow
veterans,” training will be held after Rally Point at
1100, March 8th. If you cannot make this train-
ing, future trainings will be available.

American Legion Legislative Priorities for 2023

Our National Commander will be testifying in front of
a joint session of the Senate and House Committees
on Veterans’ Affairs to articulate our legislative prior-
ities for 2023. As a member of the American Legion
Family, we ask that you support him by sharing these
2023 Legislative Priorities with your members of Con-
gress. Write your Congressmembers now at https://
www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/
Campaigns/100852/Respond.

Second Vice Corner:

We will be doing another gun raffle. This year we are
going with a Ruger AR-556. If you have not seen this
rifle, it has an American Flag printed on it and looks
amazing. | am not only asking all members to please
help sell some tickets for this raffle, but | am chal-
lenging everyone to step up and help out. These
raffles have the potential to bring in some good mon-
ey for our post so come see me and get your tickets
to help raise some money!

Mark your calendars!

The “Square to Square Festival” will be held 5/20/23.
We will be setting up a table again this year so if you
can help out for a few hours it would be greatly ap-
preciated.

Happy Hours: The weather is warming up, but the
beer is still cold! Come on out and play some corn-
hole, cards, darts, or just hang out with your fellow
Veterans. If anyone would like to volunteer to help
out at the bar, let me know.

Ronnie
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Hopefully you talked to your fellow members and
were able to figure out who our last bio was from,
but if not, it was Paul Papineau. Let’s see who can
guess this month’s member!

Started my military career with 10 years in the US
Navy as a Gas Turbine Mechanic and as an Aviation
Boatswain’s Mate. | then served in the US Air Force
as a Security Forces Team Member and retired with
22 years of service as a Tech Sergeant. After retire-
ment, | met my beloved wife and started to work for

the Department of Veterans Affairs in Miami, FL then
transferred to Raleigh, NCin 2016. In 2018 | trans-

ferred to MEPS and finally retired in April of 2022.

Who am 1??

Quote of the Month:

“I don’t want to get to the end of my life and find
that | lived just the length of it. | want to have lived
the width of it as well.”

-Diane Ackerman

In Case You Missed It:

February Highlights

- Membership voted on removing the fire pits in
the pavilion. This will allow rental opportunities for
family parties and Post family activities.

- We will be having a Spring Fling on April 22. How
appropriate, Earth Day and in the morning we start
the day with road cleanup. | hope everyone can
joinin.

Auxiliary and Sons Special Recogni-
tion:

Congratulations to Post 71 American Legion Auxil-
iary and the Sons of American Legion. Both were
recognized by the Department during the Mid-
Winter Conference. The Auxiliary was awarded
second place in the state for reaching 113.33%
membership for 2022-2023! The Sons received the
Dogwood Award for exceeding 100% membership!
A big congratulations to you both!

*E*X*REMINDERS****

*  The first Saturday of every month is the Reading of the Names at the Raleigh state capitol building at 1200.

*  Every second Wednesday of the month is the Veteran’s Rally Point held at American Legion Post 132, 100 Pitchi

St., Smithfield, NC at 0800.

*  Buddy Breakfast at the Post every Tuesday from 0900 - 1100. Auxiliary hosts the breakfast every 4th Tuesday of

the month in the main hall.

¢+ Happy Hours in the basement at the Post every Wednesday from 1630 - 2100 for poker, cornhole, or darts!

American Legion Leonard Moore Post 71 ¢ 1300 Old US 70W, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC
Department of North Carolina, Division Ill, District 11



