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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Jerry Hill
Post 71
Commander

My fellow Legionaries, as | take over as the
Commander of American Legion Post 71 we find
ourselves in a time of turmoil in our country. For
months due to the Chinese Virus we have had to
shelter in our homes. We have not been able to hold
our monthly Post 71 meetings and many have lost
or had cut backs in employment. Just as we started
to see some recovery and hope in the future -
extremist groups have taken advantage of the
unrest during this time to use violence and call for
major changes to the United States government.
This change also calls for abolishing the police as
they exist today.

In these trying and unsettling times | ask each
member to come together with other members of
Post 71 to stand for our country as we know and
love it. The opening of our American Legion
constitution we pledge to each month says it all:

For God and Country, we associate ourselves
together for the following purposes:

“To uphold and defend the constitution of the
United States of America”

“To Maintain Law and Order”

“Foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent
Americanism”

How can we, a small American Legion Post in
Clayton NC make a difference? We can start by
coming together as a post - united as veterans who
have seen much worse times than these. There are
more true Americans like all of us who believe in the
constitutions than those who wish to tear it down.
More Americans than there are anti- American
extremist. As we stand united at the post level,
united at the state level and united at the National
level then the American Legion we all support can
make a difference for each of us and our country. |

don’t think these extremist burning and looting
businesses have seen what a group of united
veterans can do if called to action to support this
country.

For God and Country let us stay united and support
this country and its constitution so that our
grandchildren may grow up in the same great
country we did.

CHRISTIAN FLAG

AMERICAN FLAG

"Before our accountability to government
is our accountability to God." - wa varride

Corlnthlans 6:19-20 King James Version (KJV)

Y What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your own?

' For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's. You are not your own, for you were bought
with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Romans 6-16 KJV
'®Know ye not, that to whom ye vyield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness?

Are you in the Crisis of your life?

The following signs require immediate attention:

- Thinking about hurting or killing yourself

- Looking for ways to kill yourself

- Talking about death, dying, or suicide

- Self-destructive behavior such as drug abuse,
weapons, etc.

Other signs:

- Appearing sad or depressed most of the time

- Hopelessness; feeling like there’s no way out

- Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings
- Feeling as if there is no reason to live
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- Feeling excessive guilt, shame, or sense of failure

- Losing interest in hobbies, work, or school

-Neglecting personal welfare

- Withdrawing from family and friends

- Giving away prized possessions

- Getting affairs in order, tying up loose ends, or
writing a will.

If you are unsure take a self-help quiz: https:/
www.vetselfcheck.org/disclaimer.cfm

You may be in the Crisis of your life. | ask that you
please reach out to the Veterans Cirisis line.

oo \aterans

oo CrisisLine
1-800-273-8255 PRESS©

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Terry Stanberry

Post 71 Chaplain
terrync57@gmail.com

Veterans Rally Point - Please join us for Johnston
County’s “Veterans Rally Point” event. ALL
Veterans are invited to attend this special event to
be held at the Smithfield American Legion Post. The
venue is simply to provide a rally point for all
veterans to meet, socialize, and network. Meets are
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9am until
11am. Join fellow veterans for coffee, conversation
and the occasional guest speaker. Point of Contact:
Robert Boyette 919-989-5067.

Veterans ID Card - If you do not have a VA ID card,
you can get a Veterans ID Card from Vets.com.
This can be used in place of your DD-214. More info
can be found in the YouTube video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCKkZPt0ZyQ&
feature=youtu.be

Basement Committee: The basement lounge will
not open until after we have our first monthly
meeting. We are looking at how we can open the
Basement up with social distancing in mind. Ideas
are always welcome.

Leonard Moore Post 71 Scholarship
June 16, 2020 at 09:45

Mr. Durham,

Thank you so much for the generous $1,000 scholarship from the American Legion,
Leornard Moore Past 71! | am extremely proud to have received this, and it will come in
very useful as | start my studies at UNC Chapel Hill this fall. | am contacting you , as my
counselor Ms. Holtzhauser, provided me your email address, and | am wondering what
my next steps are. | amin process of notifying the college about my scholarships and
one question on their website asks if it will be disbursed all in the fall or is it in two
payments fall and spring.

Thank you again,
Benjamin "Ben" Hasley

Legion Riders meetings will resume when the Post
meetings resume, POW/MIA Ride 10:30 AM first
Saturday of each month. Contact Jonni Meek,
Director at: jmeek215@gmail.com for more
information.

Legion Auxiliary meetings will resume when the
Post meetings resume. Contact Sharon Neuville,
President at: snevillebelieve@gmail.com for more
information.
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July Birthdays —

Raymond Capps, James Decresie, Donald Depoy, Scott
Emery, Jason Folker, William Grady, Jerry Hill, Harold
Holdeman, Michael Karaszewski, Chuck Methot, Leon
Milkolowski, William Mueller, Paul Noblin, Keven Pilotte,
Phillip Ritter, James Williams, and G.Victor Wynne.

FLAGS FOR HERO’S
By Paul Papineau

6/28/2020

Jerry and | represented the Post at the Flags for
Heroes today. We originally hoped to have about 25
members there, but the extension of Covid-19 level
two forced them to reduce our presence to two.

Clayton Rotary embarked on a Flags for Heroes event,

to honor the folks who were in the 'front lines'

throughout the COVID virus. Most notably these folks
were representative of Health Care workers, Fire,
Police, the military branches, EMT's, Veterans
organizations and other men/women who remain
essential and indispensable during these hard times.

The American Legion Basic Training
https://www.legion.org/alei

Executive Meeting Minutes 07/02/2020 1745

A prayer was given by our Chaplain-Terry Stanberry to
open the meeting.

Present:

Jerry Hill, Mac McCorkle, Sal Pilo, Terry Stanberry, Jeff
Marcum, Jim Braxton, Larry Tice, Al Cotham, Vincent
Czepial, Alan Smithson. Temperatures were taken,
masks were worn, and social distancing was in
compliance.

Seven Motions were put forward and voted on by the
Executive Committee. Officer appointment are effective
until nomination and Post Elections are held in June
2021. No meetings are schedule in the foreseeable
future and the Basement is closed until a General
membership meeting can be held.

Motion 1: Mac McCorkle made a motion to purchase a
new self-propelled lawn mower and weed whacker for
the maximum amount of $420.

Discussion: Al Cotham-We have had 9 cuts of the lawn
this year, and our equipment is not reliable. Items to be
purchased at Lowe’s 10% off military and Tax number
will be used.

Motion seconded by Sal Pilo, all members of the
Executive board approved.

Motion 2: Finance Officer. Sal Pilo resigned his position
as the Post Finance Officer, and it was proposed that Jeff
Marcum take over the Post finances by Jerry Hill.

Discussion: $1,350 were turned over by Wade Stanley
for the Gun raffle. As of June 19, the post had $16,379 in
checking. A brief background was given by Jeff Marcum
USAF Veteran and Post member working in Budget for
the State of NC.

Motion Seconded by Mac McCorkle, all members of the
Executive board approved.

Motion 3: A motion was put forward to appoint Jerry Hill
the Post 71 Commander effective immediately by Alan
Smithson.

Motion Seconded by Mac McCorkle, all members of the
Executive board approved.

Motion 4: Being that the 1° Vice Commander position
was vacant a motion was put forward to promote Mac
McCorkle as the 1* Vice Commander over Membership.
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Motion Seconded by Jerry Hill, all members of the
Executive board approved.

Motion 5: Being that the 2" Vice Commander
position was vacant. A nomination of Sal Pilo for 2™
Vice Commander was made by Mac McCorkle.

Motion Seconded by Jerry Hill, all members of the
Executive board approved.

Motion 6: A motion was put forward to have the
Web-Master as a voting member of the Executive
Committee by Jerry Hill.

Discussion: The new website will go into effect in
August 20: https://nclegionpost71.org/

Motion Seconded by Mac McCorkle, all members of
the Executive board approved

Motion 7: A motion was put forward to have the
Basement/Bar Representative as a voting member
of the Executive Committee by Jerry Hill.

Motion Seconded by Mac McCorkle, all members of
the Executive board approved

Jim Braxton-Services officer discussed his change
over with Ralph Blevins, and the learning curve
involved.

Terry Stanberry-Chaplain discussed a commitment
to keep GOD AND COUNTRY in our scope of
meetings, and that every type of meeting of the
American Legion include an opening and closing
prayer.

Mac McCorkle discussed the American Legion
riders.

For the good of the Legion:

Harvest Festival is coming soon (October 31), and
we will have a tent at the festival with a cost of

$165, which was approved at the June Executive
Committee.

The Hull's Landing apartment complex opened two
years ago, serving 10 veterans. Residents pay 30
percent of their income for rent, which includes
utility costs. Homeless advocates believe more than
a quarter of the homeless population in North
Carolina are veterans.

"I don't know if | feel as safe here (in Raleigh) as |
did in Iraq and Afghanistan," said Air Force veteran
Pattie Treece, who has been living in a truck for two
years. "l will now because I've come home."

Newsletter mailing were discussed for the 60
members that do not have email. Terry Stanberry
and Jerry Hill will resolve this in the near future. We
ask that you please provide your email address to
cut down on reproduction and mailing costs to the
Post. Gmail is free, and if you don’t have a PC, you
can use one at the public library. Some mailing will
still occur as not everyone can operate a computer.

Agenda ltems/Goals for New Executive Committee:
Bring the post together as a united organization
sharing our friendships and experiences with other
Veterans. Let’s have a little fun!!! - How do we do
that lead by Executive committee? Support of new
website - expand and use! Membership - reach out
- ask a vet - buddy system. Communications - news
letter (mailings) - website - emails to members -
mailings to members - local radio and news.
Executive Committee makes recommendations and
brings to membership for vote. Executive
Committee must stand behind decisions. Debate
before going before membership. Fund raising -
Dinners, rentals, selling food, auctions and
sponsorships of Post 71. Support our veterans - not
just the ones in the post.

Post 71 Important Contacts:

Commander: Jerry Hill - (919) 359-8217

1st Vice: Mac Mcorkle - (919) 395-9926

2nd Vice: Sal Pilo - (919) 280-7446

Chaplain: Terry Stanberry - (919) 520-3861
Service Officer: Jimmy Braxton - (919) 413-6006

Adjutant: Paul Papineau - (847) 863-6779

Legion Riders Director: Jonni Meek - (919) 320-3517
Aucxiliary President: Sharon Neville - (919) 818-6626
Newsletter Editor: Terry Stanberry - terrync57 @gmail.com
Rentals: Ed Smola - (919) 270-8951

Free ride to the VA Hospital in Durham (DAV Van) call (919) 989-7177. They will tell you were to meet the van.
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