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Commander (Acting) 
NC POST 71 
Mac McCorkle 
mac@consolidatedbags.com 
                           

Hello to all, another month has passed and we are 

still in the COVID-19 Lock-Down.  I hope you and 

your family are staying safe and healthy.  Prayers 

continue to come for Jerry Hill and his family and 

we look forward to his recovery and return to our 

Legion Family. 

The basement construction and clean-up of the 

mold and mildew is almost complete.  The 

insurance company has covered the cost of the 

repairs.  It will be a fresh new look and we will be 

ready for when the COVID restrictions are lifted.     

We have replaced the thermostats throughout the 

building as the old ones no longer functioned.  In an 

effort to reduce our electricity usage, we have 

lowered the water temperature in the water heaters, 

disconnected the refrigerators, and shut off the ice 

machine.  These measures will stay in effect until 

we can start renting the building again. 

Hopefully we will be able to open the American 

Legion for monthly meetings in the near future.  

Please make sure that you sign up to get your 

COVID vaccine as soon as you can and are 

eligible.  This will protect you, your family and your 

friends. 

If you need any assistance please reach out to any 

of your fellow legionnaires.  We are here to help 

every veteran that needs it.  Even if you just want 

someone to talk to, we are here for you. 

Thank you and be safe, 
Mac McCorkle 
Acting Commander 
 
  

                                      Chaplain, Post 71 
                                    Terry Stanberry 
                                    Newsletter Editor 
                                    Buddy Program 
                                      terrync57@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Dear Lord, bless all the Legionnaires with peace 

and fellowship in the coming year. It is my sad duty 

to report that our Judge Advocate Percy Liles has 

passed to Post Everlasting.  A special service will 

be held on his birthday February 24th in Benson, 

NC.  More detail to come with a flyer. 

Please pray for our post as we have lost some of 

our Post Executive Committee and members.  It is 

hard to recruit new members when we can’t even 

meet. Bless Mac and our Post Executive 

Committee as we try to maintain and make needed 

repairs to our Post.  

Prayer Request for our Ill & Sick: 

Jerry Hill, Lewis Beach, Bill Piver, Dave Keck, 
Sal Garza and Henry Benavidez.  
 
If there are others please contact me as I would like 
to reach out to them. terrync57@gmail.com 
 
*********** For God and Country ************* 

mailto:mac@consolidatedbags.com
mailto:terrync57@gmail.com
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January 13, 2021 NC Post 71 Executive Meeting 

held via Zoom 

Present: Acting Commander Mac McCorkle, 

Adjutant Paul Papineau, Treasurer Jeff Marcum, 

Chaplain Terry Stanberry, Historian Dick Neville, 

Sargent’s-At-Arms Bob Gretsinger, Vinny Czepiel, 

Larry Tice, Happy Hours Chairperson Pam Meeks. 

Meeting Opened with a prayer at 1823. 

The Commander reported that the basement 

restoration should be finished by Friday.  The 

Finance Officer reported that we have received the 

payment from the insurance company and that the 

Mission Blue grant should cover our deductible.   

Finance Officer reported we are okay financially 

due to the Food Festival, Mission Blue Grant, and 

the Disaster Loan Grant.   He reported that utility 

bills are about half of what they were at this time 

last year to due efforts by the Brian to reduce 

electricity usage. Pam reported that she had not 

been paid for her $123 approved expenditure on 

the basement.   Finance officer will pay.  

Terry requested that all officers, the Riders, the 

Auxiliary and SAL should each provide paragraph 

articles.   It was decided that meetings for the 

various groups would remain on the calendar as 

place holders, but without times. 

Motion: Bob Gretsinger be appointed as Judge 

Advocate General.  Second received.  Motion 

Passed.  Details of changing the By-Laws to add to 

position to the PEC will be dealt with via email. 

Chaplain gave a prayer and the meeting adjourned 

at 1900. 

Submitted,  
Paul Papineau, Adjutant  
 
 
                                       Judge Advocate 
                                           Bob Gretsinger 
                                                         harleybobg@yahoo.com 
                                         
 

 

 

 

I've been a member of the American Legion for 20 
years, member of and assistant director of the 
American Legion Riders Post 71. Also, a Sergeant-
At-Arms Post 71. Served in the US Navy 1962 to 
1966. As an MA3, repairing computer equipment. 
Was a city police officer in Florida for 8 years. 
Worked as a computer operator, supervisor, and 
manager. Also worked as a disaster recovery 
manager for the NC State Administration Office of 
the Courts. I have 3 children, 7 grandchildren, and 
2 great-grandchildren. One granddaughter is a CT5 
in the US Navy. 
 

Veterans Rally Point - Please join us for Johnston 
County’s “Veterans Rally Point” event.  ALL 
Veterans are invited to attend this special event to 
be held at the Smithfield American Legion Post.  
The venue is simply to provide a rally point for all 
veterans to meet, socialize, and network. Meets are 
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9am until 
11am.  Join fellow veterans for coffee, 
conversation, and the occasional guest speaker. 
Point of Contact: Robert Boyette 919-989-5067 
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                                    Paul Papineau Bio 
                                    Adjutant Post 71 
                                      ppapineau@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I lived in Southgate, Michigan until I was 18 when I 

joined the Navy (1964) for a 6-year term in the 

Nuclear Submarine program as a Machinist Mate.  I 

attended MMA school at Great Lakes, and then 

Basic Nuclear Power school at Mare Island, CA.   

While at Mare Island, I applied for the Naval 

Enlisted Scientific Education program (NESEP).    

Subsequently I was transferred to the SIW nuclear 

powered reactor prototype at Arco, Idaho and then 

to NESEP prep school in San Diego.  Upon 

graduation, I was stationed at Marquette University 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, enrolled in Mechanical 

Engineering program.  Upon graduation (Cum 

Laude), I was commissioned as an Ensign, going 

from an experienced E-6 to a newbie O-1.  I went 

through the officer nuclear power program.  My first 

assignment was as Communication Officer, then 

Damage Control Assistant, then Reactor Controls 

Officer aboard USS Sunfish (SSN-649).   

Subsequently, the Engineer Officer was fired, and I 

became the Engineer.  My next assignment was 

Electronics Material Officer on the staff of Squadron 

6 in Norfolk.  There I met and married my second 

wife, Carol Papineau.  Carol eventually joined the 

Army and then transferred to the Navy.  (Carol left 

the Navy as an O-4 so I’m senior.)  Following my 

tour in Norfolk, I was assigned as the 

decommissioning Engineer Officer of the USS 

Nautilus (SSN-571).  That was the most difficult 

tour I have ever had.   

Because the ship was so old it was always broke, 

and parts were hard to get.  The company that 

made the pump was out of business and the guy 

who designed it was dead. Jennifer Papineau was 

born during this tour.  Jennifer was baptized on the 

Deck of the Nautilus with the ship’s bell as the 

baptismal font.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans ID Card - If you do not have a VA ID 

card, you can get a Veterans ID Card from 

Vets.com.  This can be used in place of your DD-

214. More info can be found in the YouTube video 

at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCkZPt0ZyQ

&feature=youtu.be 

 

JANUARY 2021 BIRTHDAYS: 

Troy Alcorn, Austin Arnold, Ralph Blevins, Donald 
Bowman, Donald Capps, Steve Churpkovicch, Ken 
Guy, Richard Howard, Sherrod Johnson, Thomas 
Jordan, Andrea Kohler, Walter Langdon, Martin 
Lester, Gerald Lewis, Thomas Meece, Pamela 
Meek, Terri Parker, George Pfeuffer, Robert Scott, 
Jack Shearer, George Smith, Larry Sorenson, and 
Charles Weber. 

OPEN Post Positions: 1st Vice Commander, 2nd 
Vice Commander, Service Officer and Rental 
Manager. Please contact the Post Adjutant or Post 
Commander if interested. Cut off February 1st 2021.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCkZPt0ZyQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCkZPt0ZyQ&feature=youtu.be
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Visit our website at https://nclegionpost71.org  
We have some features on the website that you may not have seen. One of my favorites is “To Strengthen A 
Nation”, a 10-part video series about the American Legion and our principles.  The actors are two members of 
American Legion Post 43 in Hollywood, CA (of course!) who talk about the formation and history of the 
American Legion.  The series is well done and very informative.  It made me proud to be a Legionnaire. I 
recommend watching it with your whole family to give them a better appreciation for what you do.  After 
watching the whole series be sure to vote for your favorite episode. 
Another feature that you can't see but is very important is the security software built into the website.  Our 
security strategy is multi-faceted and protects our website from hackers, malware and viruses.  Just last week 
our site had two attempted hackers locked out after trying to breach our login.  Both were from Russia.  Our 
software recorded their IP addresses and blacklisted them.  Another facet of our software automatically backs 
up our website and uploads it to our remote storage at a specified interval.  In the event of a server crash, our 
website can be restored quickly and easily, even if it has to be moved to another server or hosting company.  
I've had this happen with other websites – trust me, you don't want to have to rebuild a site from scratch! 
Visit our website at https://nclegionpost71.org  Submitted by: Vincent Czepiel, Post Webmaster 
 
THIS CALENDAR IS A PLACEHOLDER TO ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT HAVE DOUBLE BOOKINGS. 

ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE THE GOVERONOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS 
AND THE COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS. NO MEETINGS CURRENTLY. NO TIMES LISTED.

 

https://nclegionpost71.org/
https://nclegionpost71.org/

