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Commander’s Corner: 

And another year has gone by way too fast. Welcome 
to 2023!  We had a busy December 2022 with parades, 
parties and family. We ended the year with 96% mem-
bership renewals and in the month of January we had 
at least 2 new members and a PUFL transfer from Indi-
anapolis. With that said, we have lost some members 
as well as some who have went on to Post Everlasting. 
Let’s not forget to reach out to our members who are 
ill and those who are in poor health. 
 
We were fortunate to have a visit from Department 
Commander, Mike Donnelly, in January for one of our 
buddy breakfasts. It provided a great opportunity for  
our attending members to have a questions and an-
swers session.  
 

ALR Corner: 

A standing event for Post 71 American Legion Riders is 
the monthly Reading of the Names at the Capitol build-
ing in Raleigh. For over 35 years, they’ve read off the 
names of the NC sons still waiting to come home from 
the war in Southeast Asia. At the end of the war, there 
were 66 names on that list. Today there are 39 men 
whose remains still haven’t made it home. This event is 
open to the public and occurs on the first Saturday of 
every month. Till They All Come Home… 

Pictured Above: Tom Daniels, Fred Panasci, Doug Greene, Jorge 
Mejias-Diaz, and Tom Small. 
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Local Events 

 Galentines @ Deep River Brewing Company 

 2/9, 1800-2000 

 700 W. Main St., Ste. 102, Clayton, NC 

https://www.johnstoncountync.org/event/galentines-%40
-deep-river-brewing-company/12332/ 

 ‘Steel’ Hearts Valentine’s Day 

 Bulldog Harley Davidson 

 2/11, 1000—1600,  Shopping Event 

 1043 Outlet Center Dr., Smithfield, NC 

 Monte Carlo presented by Neuse Little Theatre 

 Feb. 17-18 @ 2000, 19th @ 1500,  

 and 24-25 @ 2000, $13-$15 

 Corner of Front and Market Streets,  

 Smithfield NC 

https://hometownheritage.com/neuselittletheatre/
nextshow.html 

 Soul Food Feast Festival 

 2/18, 1500-1830 

                601 W Noble St., Selma, NC 

https://www.johnstoncountync.org/event/soul-food-feast
-festival/12350/ 

 Stepping Into the Past Series 

 12/14, 1000-1500 

 709 N. Church St., Kenly, NC 

https://www.tobaccofarmlifemuseum.org/stepping-into-
the-past-saturday-ser 

               Pictured Above: Mike Donnelly and Pam Meek 
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Chaplain’s Corner: 

I Said a Prayer for You Today 

I said a prayer for you today and know God must 
have heard—I felt the answer in my heart, alt-
hough He spoke no word. I didn’t ask for wealth or 
fame: I knew you wouldn’t mind. I asked Him to 
send treasures of a far more lasting kind. I asked 
that He’d be near you at the start of each new day. 
To grant you health and blessings and friends to 
share your way. I asked for happiness for you in all 
things great and small, but it was for His loving care 
I prayed the most of all. 

Unknown 

 

Service Officer Corner: 

New Toxic Exposure Screening for Veterans 

Veterans who enroll or are enrolled in VA health 
care, can now receive the toxic exposure screen-
ing at VA medical centers and clinics across the 
country. During your screening, if you believe you 
experienced toxic exposures during your military 
service, you may be connected to resources and 
encouraged to file a disability claim.  

https://news.va.gov/110809/fast-facts-toxic-
exposure-screening/ 

https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/ 

Free Lifetime Access to National Parks 

With the Interagency Military Lifetime Pass, Veter-
ans and their families can enjoy free access to ap-
proximately 2,000 public locations spread out 
across more than 400 million acres of public lands. 
A pass can be obtained in person while visiting a 
participating site or online through the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) Online Store. Learn more 
about the pass and if you're eligible.  

https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-
national-parks/ 

Sick Call: 
 
Be sure to check in on one another from time to 
time and don’t hesitate to reach out to post mem-
bers if there’s ever anything you may need. 
 
We were notified recently of the passing of Stephen 
Churpakovich. Please keep his family in your 
thoughts. 
 

 

Sons of the American Legion: 

Post 71 Sons of the Legion has begun a program to 
replace tattered flags of people in our community.   

If you see a house flying a tattered flag, please re-
port their address to me at  ppapineau@gmail.com 
and we will contact them to see if we can replace 
their flag.  We do not need a name, just an address.  
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 The first Saturday of every month is the Reading of the Names at the Raleigh state capitol building at 1200. 

 Every second Wednesday of the month is the Veteran’s Rally Point held at American Legion Post 132, 100 Pitchel 

St., Smithfield, NC at 0800. 

 Buddy Breakfast at the Post every Tuesday from 0900 - 1100. Auxiliary hosts the breakfast every 4th Tuesday of 

the month in the main hall.  

 Happy Hours in the basement at the Post every Wednesday from 1630 - 2100 for poker, cornhole, or darts!  

 
 
 

Hopefully you talked to your fellow members and 
were able to figure out who our last bio was from 
but if not, it was Emory Howard. Let’s see who can 
guess this month’s member! 
 
 
 

 

****REMINDERS****  

Quote of the Month: 

"I'm going to be gone one day, and I have to accept 
that tomorrow isn't promised. Am I OK with how 
I’m living today? It's the only thing I can help. If I 
didn't have another one, what have I done with all 
my todays? Am I doing a good job?"  

-Hayley Williams 

In Case You Missed It: 

January Highlights 

- 2023 budget was presented by our Finance officer, 
Thomas Kreuzinger. There was discussion and ap-
proval. We now have something to work with. We 
also realize we need to have fund raisers and that it 
takes all of us working together to keep the lights 
on. 

- Discussion and approval for our post sponsoring a 
ladies softball team. Chip Leiner and Vickie 
Woodard are the POCs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

I enlisted in the Navy Nuclear Power program as a 
Mechanists Mate in 1964.  I achieved E-6 before 

graduating from Marquette in ‘69 with a Bachelor’s 
in Mechanical Engineering and later received my 

Master’s in Information Systems. I was a Chief Infor-
mation Officer for a large 911 system in Washington 
and then as a Nuclear Medicine Technologist out of 
Wisconsin. Currently I’m the Neuse Charter School 
Robotics Team coach and a leader for a Boy Scout 

Troop. I enjoy woodworking.   

Who am I?? 


