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In Memory of our NC Post 71 Commander Jerry
Hill, 1948-2021 to Post Everlasting. Jerry proudly
served as a Staff Sergeant in the US Air Force and
was a Vietnam Veteran.

Jerry Lee Hill, born in Cartersville, SC on July 14,
1948, of Clayton, NC passed away on January 29,
2021, after a period of declining health at Johnston
Health Hospital.

He is survived by his wife, Brenda Boone Hill, his
sons Christopher (Melissa) and Michael (Michelle);
grandchildren Grace, Lillyan Hill, Jazyln and Chay
Bagan; and nephews Davy Sheets and Angie
(Sheets) Blankenship.

Jerry was the first person in his family to earn his
college degree. He earned his college degrees
while working and raising his family. He earned his
Associates, Bachelor's and later his MBA (1996)
from Averett College (Danville, VA).

Jerry, in his leisure, loved watching sci-fi movies,
cruises to exotic locations, and going to the gun
range. He enjoyed traveling to spend time with his
family and friends.

American Legion Post 71 in Clayton selected Jerry
as their 2019-2020 Legionnaire of the Year. When
a Legion member thinks of Legionnaire of the Year,
several images come to mind, but the most

important is that of a Legionnaire who is involved

with nearly every facet of their Post, compassionate
and passionate about the community and Legion
they serve, enthusiastic about helping others,
helping support the Pillars of the American Legion,
and having a genuine love for America and its
veterans. It's also a person a Post member turns to
for help and others aspire to be. In retirement, he
assumed various leadership roles in his local
homeowner’s association and was very active in
the American Legion. At the time of his passing, he
was serving as Commander of Post 71 Leonard
Moore, Clayton, NC. Jerry truly was and will always
be known as “the man you could always count on.”

Jerry’s passion for the Legion Post is evident in his
involvement in the annual Clayton Harvest Festival
the last six years, a booth at the Harvest festival,
and recruited more than 20 new members. His
compassion is also felt in his support of members
and their families during times of need. He
regularly volunteers in the Post cantina, helps out
with building improvement projects, and he was
instrumental in the formation of the Friday Night
Dinners.

Now it is our sad duty to report that Jerry Hill has
passed away. It has been the will of our Heavenly
Father in His wisdom to call our beloved
Commander from his labor here on earth to His
regard on high. Therefore, be it resolved that in
their passing, The American Legion has lost a
faithful and true comrade and an outstanding
citizen and friend.
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Percy Ray Liles, Feb 24, 1943-Dec 15, 2020

Percy Liles passed away peacefully on December
15, 2020, in the presence of his son, family, and
friends. He was born in Nash County on February
24,1943, and has been a resident of Clayton for
over 40 years. Percy is survived by his son, Harold
Liles and his wife, Sharon; three grandchildren,
Colby, Morgan, and Caroline all of Johns Creek,
Georgia.

Percy served with the US Army including 20 plus
years serving within the North Carolina National
Guard. He was active with the American Legion
Post #71 for over 31 years in Clayton serving as
our Judge Advocate. Percy was involved in many
other organizations including the VFW and the 40 &
8. He was a proud member of the Freedom Biker
Church located in Benson, NC which included his
recent Baptism and giving his life to God!

He touched many people in his life with his smile,
positive attitude, and generosity. He is loved by
many and missed by more!

A “Celebration of Life” will be held on his birthday
February 24" 2 pm at The Freedom Biker Church
669 Tarheel Rd. Benson that he attended. All are
welcome to attend.
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Terry Stanberry
Chaplain
Newsletter Editor
Scholarship Committee
Buddy Program
terrync57@gmail.com

The Four Chaplains

On Feb 3, 1943, four Army chaplains — Father John
P. Washington, Rabbi Alexander D. Goode, and the
Revs. George L. Fox and Clark V. Poling — gave up
their life jackets on a sinking Army transport in the
North Atlantic so that others might live.

Of the 902 soldiers, Navy armed guard, ship’s crew
and civilian passengers on board the Dorchester,
only 230 survived. They have told us of the
chaplains’ efforts to restore calm in a hopeless and
chaotic situation, and how they were last seen at
the ship’s stern, arms linked in prayer.

The survivors’ testimony and the chaplains’ bravery
are enshrined at the Chapel of Four Chaplains in
the Philadelphia Navy Yard, where the Chapel
Memorial Foundation honors acts of selfless
service nationwide in memory of the Four
Chaplains and crew of USAT Dorchester.

Prayer Request for our ill & Sick:
Lewis Beach, Bill Piver, Dave Keck, Sal Garza and
Henry Benavidez.

Post Everlasting
Jerry Hill
Percy Liles

If there are others please contact me as | would like
to reach out to them. terrync57@gmail.com
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Commander
Mac McCorkle

mac@consolidatedbags.com

Mac McCorkle was born and raised in Pittsburgh,
PA. He served honorably in the US Air Force as a
Club Steward and ran the NCO & Officers Clubs.
He attained the grade of Sergeant E-4. Mac has
been a member of the American Legion for 7 years.

Mac works for a company that sells Drug Bags
(Diagnostics Testing Bags) along with various PPE
products. His desire is to help and feel he has
helped impact the lives of others. Basically, hr
believes it gives him a reason to live. He is married
and has 2 children and 7 grandchildren; he is
educated and tries to understand those who have
been less fortunate.

Woodworking was his hobby for many years then
he downsized and gave his tools to his son, who
also enjoys his woodworking passion. The person
he admires the most is his father. His father
dropped out of school during the depression to help
provide for his family and served in WWII. In later-
life Mac’s father became the State of Pennsylvania
Leader for the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
(IOOF).

Mac has no hidden talents. He likes all the
American Legion programs, especially those that
help less fortunate Veterans.

1ST Vice
Commander
Brian Collins

collinbk60@yahoo.com

Brian Collins was born and raised in Farmington,
New Mexico. He served honorably in the US Navy,
E8, and his rate was ABFCS AW/SW (Aviation
Boatswains Mate Fuels Senior Chief Air Warfare/
Surface Warfare). He worked in the bottom of Air
Craft Carriers in the Petroleum Plant cleaning and
pumping fuel to the flight deck for air craft and all
other motor driven machinery which ran on JP-5.
He has been in the American Legion for over 10
years but had to step away for 2 years.

Brian runs a Powder Coating Company called
Papasmrf Powder Coating LLC doing anything
metal but specialize in stainless steel tumblers and
stainless steel koozies. He also is a subcontractor
for repairing fuel systems, and maintaining fueling
systems for anything from farmers to companies to
gas stations.

Brian likes anything with a little bit of a

challenge. He does not like to be beaten by
anything. He never wants to give up. He has Been
married for 27 years this Feb and has 2 boys, ages
26 and 25. His oldest is also in the Navy as an
Aviation Electronic Technician. Working on

Helos. No grandchildren yet!!

His education was through the US Navy and the
collage of Hard Knocks. His interests are race cars
and making his faster and anything Ford is his
passion. His Hero is his Father. He has always
held him high on his list and always wanting to
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impress him and show him what he is capable

of. So far, he has been super proud and being
apart for his whole career and living over 3,000
miles away, and they talk every Sunday like
clockwork. Brian will try to fix anything or build

it. The American Legion program he really enjoyed
doing is the Oratorical with the high school
students.

Chip Leiner
Service Officer

chippeto@hotmail.com

Chip was born in Virginia outside of DC and raised
in the DC/Southern Maryland area. There he
resided until enlisting in the US Navy from 1983-
1988, eventually earning the rank of EM2. Hel was
a West Coast surface sailor on the destroyer tender
USS Acadia AD-42 and then followed that up with
two years of active Naval Reserve.

He has five children, two from a previous marriage
and three with my current wife Tanya whom he met
while living in South Florida. They have been
married going on 25 years now. They moved to
North Carolina in 2003 to raise their two kids,
ultimately adding a third child to their family five
years later. They own a small business servicing
the home insurance industry.

Chip has been a member of Post 71 for about five
years. As his work schedule has eased over the
past year or so, he is able to volunteer his time to
the Legion in the hopes of making a positive

contribution to the Post.

Vincent Czepiel
Sgt-At-Arms
Webmaster

A Legion Tradition Gone by The Wayside —
Patriotism at Its Best.

Classic (or “Golden Age”) drum & bugle corps
descended from military bugle and drum units
returning from WW!I and succeeding wars. With the
advent of the radio, bugle signaling units became
obsolete and surplus equipment was sold to
veterans’ organizations. These organizations
formed drum & bugle corps of civilians and
veterans that performed in community events and
local celebrations. Two major organizers were the
American Legion and the VFW. Over time, rivalries
between corps emerged and the competitive drum
& bugle corps circuit evolved.

The Legion's first national drum & bugle corps
championship was during the 3rd National
Convention in Kansas City in 1921. The number of
competitors was small until 1930, when the
championship came to Boston. Rivalries between
corps led to a shift towards competition and the
Legion and VFW both ran successful competition
circuits through the late 1960s and early 1970s. At
this time, however, there was unrest among some
directors and instructors who were critical of the
competition rules committees of the veterans'
organizations which governed and sanctioned state
and national championship competitions.
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Still Serving America! Visit our Website —https://nclegionpost71.org

Some of the corps wanted to have more control
over their competitive performances. For example,
at the height of the Vietnam War a 1971 show by
the Garfield Cadets drew criticisms from VFW
organizers over a formation where the corps
formed a large peace sign. In 1972, Drum Corps
International was founded, forming its own rules-
governing body. In 1973, the field routine was
eliminated, and in 1980, The American Legion got
out of drum & bugle corps competition altogether,
conducting its final championship in Boston that

Paul Papineau
Adjutant

To all that helped make the memorial a fitting
tribute to Jerry Hill. Thank you!

There are so many people who helped with the
memorial that | am reticent to name names
because | will miss someone. The tasks that
members and friends completed were so helpful
and so essential. Here are a few of the
contributions that made the ceremony happen. All
the Flags at the entrance to the Church, the Flag
line, the roll call of past commanders, the pastors
sermon, the acquisition of the flag, the advance
trips to the church by the leaders and family to work
out details, the guidance provided by the pastor,

the family, the honor guard and the funeral home,
the members who tended the weapons between
the roll call and the honor guard, the individuals
who escorted the casket to the door, the members
who escorted the State Commander and Adjutant,
the members who folded and presented the flag,
the Bugler, the members who supplied the chairs
for the family and the members who got and
returned the rifles to the Post. All these little things
were the making of a fitting honor Jerry’s memory.

Vic Wynn
Director, Am. Legion Riders
gvwynne@embargmail.com

Vic Wynne joined the American Legion when he
moved to Clayton 27 years ago. He is a PUFL
member and the current Director for Post 71’s
Chapter of the American Legion Riders. Vic served
in the U.S. Army as a Paratrooper and Medic, first
with the 173" Airborne Brigade in S.E. Asia, and
later with the 18" Airborne Corps in the Caribbean.

He and his wife, JP Phillips, have 6 adult children
between them and a total of 10 grandchildren. Vic
is a semi-retired commercial real estate broker. JP
is a designer and has been in that business for over
35 years. They enjoy shaggin’ in North Myrtle
beach and international travel.
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Sharon Neville
Unit 71 President
American Legion
Auxiliary

Dear Legion Family:

| wanted to Thank the Legion for the beautiful
sendoff that they provided for Commander Jerry
Hill. | was so proud of our Post. Commander Jerry
will be missed.

For right now, Unit #71 will not be meeting. We
need to make sure that everyone is safe. As soon
as we are able to get together again, we will work
on our Chili Cook-Off and Bunco. Miss seeing all
the beautiful smiling faces and especially the hugs.
| send out a special prayer that all is well with you
and yours.

NC ALA Mid-Winter Conference will be held
February 12 & 13 via Zoom. If you wish to attend,
please contact me and | will provide you with the
Zoom information.

If you have not paid your dues yet, please do so
ASAP.

For God and Country
Sharon Neville, President Unit #71, 919-550-6366
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Veterans ID Card - If you do not have a VA ID
card, you can get a Veterans ID Card from:
https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/
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VETERANX DEngSE YOUTH AMERICANISM

EST. 1919

Basic Training
Learn about The American Legion in this self-
paced online course

The American Legion’s official training program for
officers, members, Legion College applicants and
those who simply want to expand their knowledge
of the nation’s largest veterans service organization
is now available online.

Already taken the old course? The American
Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten,
updated, streamlined and enhanced with videos,
digital photos, clickable links, a historical timeline
and additional features. The program should take
less than two hours to complete. It is divided into
six sections, with a quiz at the end of each one,
followed by a final exam.

Have your American Legion ID Card ready and sign
up: https://www.legion.org/alei
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viwoodard Mac McCorkle Pamela Meek Vic Wynne

Post 71 Executive Committee Zoom
Meeting 02/13/2021.

Present: Mac McCorkle, Adjutant Paul Papineau, Jeff
Marcum, Terry Stanberry, Dick Neville, Bob Gretsinger
Sharon Neville, Brian Collins, Chip Leiner, Vicky
Woodard, Pamela Meek, Vic Wynne and Vinny Czepiel.

The 1% Vice Commander (Mac McCorkle) opened the
meeting at 1803. The Chaplin (Terry Stanberry) offered
a prayer dedicated to Jerry Hill, our departed
Commander.

The acting Commander turned the meeting over to the
JA, (Bob Gretsinger). He listed the slate of officers for
the open positions. They were: Mac McCorkle for
Commander, Brian Collins for 1st Vice, Pamela Meek for
2nd Vice and Chip Leiner for Services Officer. A motion
was made to vote on the whole slate. 2nd received.
Motion carried.

Dick Neville (PDC) installed the new officers, and the
meeting was turned over to the new Commander.

A motion was made to accept the changes to the C&B
which had been circulated a month ago. 2nd was
received. Motion carried.

The 1% Vice (Brian Collins) gave a detailed explanation of
the work that had been done on the basement. Brought

the electrical up to code, painting, new cabinets,
installation of popcorn machine and ice maker, among
other items. He stated that it still needs a few things
including cleaning and a water filter to keep the sediment
from discoloring the toilets and clogging the ice maker.
He will advertise for a working detail to clean the upstairs
to support the next rental.

Riders (Vic Wynne) reported on the Saturday Reading of
the Names, and remined us on the Celebration of Life
Service for Percy Liles on 2/24/2021 at the Freedom
Biker Church in Benson.

The Finance Officer (Jeff Marcum) reported on legion
finances and asked committees having checking
accounts to look at his proposal for their monthly report to
him. He asked how to handle the money donated in
memory of Jerry. The suggestion was made to rename
the Scholarship award to the Jerry Hill academic
Scholarship. The suggestion was tabled until the details
could be worked out by email.

The Chaplin (Terry Stanberry) reported that he still needs
articles for the newsletter. He asked the new officers to
send information about themselves.

The Post Auxiliary President (Sharon Neville) reported on
the turn out Wednesday and services for Jerry Hill to
Post Everlasting.

The 2" Vice (Pamela Meek) requested that the
basement be opened on the 24th. Pam will take over the
Post Rentals until someone can be found. The
Commander gave permission to open it if the COVID
restrictions were met. The subject of upgrading the
license from Brown Bag to Sell was tabled until further
research could be done.

Chip Leiner was welcomed as the Service Officer,
Chaplain gave a prayer and the Meeting adjourned at
1834.

Submitted,
Paul Papineau, Adjutant.
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February Birthdays: Pete Cieslak, Marc Cloutier,

Michael Dunn, Tony Eubanks, Daryl Graynbill,
Johnathan Guevin, Nicholas Hiraldo, Lewis
Humphrey, James King, John Krause, Robert
Reader, Craig Richters, Thomas Siltz, Kenneth
Stivason, Gregory Thurmond, and Derek Tice.

Visit our website at https://nclegionpost71.org

THIS CALENDAR IS A PLACEHOLDER TO
ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT HAVE DOUBLE
BOOKINGS.

ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
DUE THE GOVERONOR'’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS
AND THE COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS. NO
MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY HELD.

NCPOST 7L-March 2021
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Boy Scouts Auxiliary Meeting
7 8 9
Travel USMC League
Riders
14 15 16
Boy Scouts
21 22 23
Boy Scouts
28 29 30
Boy Scouts

Happy Hours

10
Happy Hours

17
Happy Hours
St. Patrick’s Day

24
Happy Hours

31
Happy Hours

PEC Meeting

11 12 1z
General Membership
Meeting

18 19 20

25 26 27
40,8 Meeting

Post 71 Important Contacts:

Commander: Mac McCorkle - (919) 395-9926

1st Vice: Brian Collins - (757) 647-3095

2nd Vice: Pamela Meek - (919) 320-6221

Chaplain: Terry Stanberry - (919) 520-3861

Service Officer: Chip Leiner - (919) 631-0559

Grounds & Maintenance: -Brian Collins - (757) 647-3095

Adjutant: Paul Papineau - (847) 863-6779

Legion Riders Director: Vic Wynne - (919) 632-0808
Auxiliary President: Sharon Neville - (919) 818-6626
SAL Commander: David Jones - (919) 922--5802
Rentals: Pamela Meek - (919) 320-6221

Free ride to the VA Hospital in Durham (DAV Van) call (919) 989-7177. They will tell you were to meet the van.
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