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Hello to all of Our American Legion Post 71
Members.

November has been a trying month for our

Post. Jerry Hill is in the hospital with COVID-
19. We all wish Jerry and his family the best and
send our prayers their way, as well as the other
members of our Legion Family who have
contracted the virus, we send prayers for a full
recovery.

| have had a couple of meeting with the Insurance
Company and with a representative of Blue-Sky
Restorations. These discussions are related to the
mold issues in the basement. | should be getting a
report in the next few days so we will be able to
chart the direction that we want to go.

Because of COVID-19 and the Governors
Restrictions, we are not able to have any indoor
meetings and our rentals have been cancelled at
least through the month of December.

Ed Smola has submitted his resignation as the
Rental Manager effective the end of December. |
wanted to Thank Ed for all of his efforts as the
Rental Manager as he did an outstanding job in that
position. Jim Braxton has agreed take over these
responsibilities.

Brian Collins will be taking over the position of Post
Maintenance Manager, which was formally held by

Jim Braxton. Jim did a great job, and | am sure that
Brian will excel in this position.

As we get closer to Christmas, | am hoping that all
of our Legion Members and their Families have a
Safe and Joyous Christmas and a Safe New Year.

Best wishes,
God Bless You All.

¥ Chaplain

=~ Newsletter Editor
g% Buddy Program
Terrync57@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS

The stockings were hung by the entrance with care.
And flags and ornaments adorn the tree there. In
fact, it’s lit up like a beacon proclaiming peace and
joy. Despite the fact that we are engaged in a war
on terror, it IS a joyous season.

President Harry Truman thought so, too. Even with
the Korean War breaking out in 1950, he took the
time to extend Christmas greetings to all veterans.
What'’s interesting is he sent the letter to the
commander of The American Legion as the
representative of all U.S. military veterans.

His words are worth repeating here, as my holiday
message to you:

“TO OUR VETERANS:

In this joyous season, it gives me particular
pleasure to send Christmas greetings to our
veterans and their families everywhere.

At Christmas, peace is uppermost in the minds of
all Americans. | am convinced that events of the
past year have made it clear that with faith to seek
and determination to secure and maintain it, peace
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with freedom and justice can be firmly established
on earth.”

May God be with each and every one of you now
and into 2021.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

Let us now PRAY for our sick/ ill or shut-in
Members:

Jerry Hill

Lewis Beach

Bill Piver

Dave Keck

Sal Garza

Henry Benavidez
Percy Liles

Webmaster
Vincent Czepiel
Vin.czepiel@gmail.com

Our online resources have proven to be helpful
tools in this time of isolation. Even though we
haven't met as a group in quite some time, we can
still relay information and maintain contact with
each other.

The three main tools we have are our website,
Facebook page, and email.

The website is accessible to the public as well as to
the members so veterans new to the area who are
looking for fellowship with other veterans can see
what we have to offer. It also keeps members
informed of events and news about new benefits,

activities and other information of interest to
veterans.

We also feature local businesses that support
veterans through our sponsorship program. The
website can be found at nclegionpost71.org

Our Facebook page is for members only and was
created to provide information about the activities of
American Legion Leonard Moore Post 71, the
American Legion, and Veteran and Military items of
interest.
facebook.com/groups/nclegionpost71.org

Finally, our email service. We use state-of-the-art
software that lets us mass email various lists. It tells
us who received it, if they opened it, and if they
clicked on any links in the email. How do you prefer
to be contacted? Let us know by taking the poll on
our website. You'll find it at
nclegionpost71.org/post-leadership

" Auxiliary Vice President

| Unit71

Mel Stanberry
ncsuleo@gmail.com

Hello American Legion Family,

Auxiliary Unit #71 was very pleased with the turnout
at the sit-down breakfast and drive-thru dinner on
Veterans Day. It was wonderful to see the
American Legion Family working together in to
show our appreciation on this special holiday. We
Thank You for your service!

We wish everyone a Blessed and Healthy
Christmas and New Year. We are looking forward
to a new year in hopes of seeing everyone again
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soon. We wish a quick recovery to Jerry Hill and
any other Legion Family members battling the
COVID-19 virus. Our thoughts and daily prayers
are with you and your families.

If you know of any veteran or family in need of a
Christmas or New Year’s meal, please let us know.
You can contact President Sharon Neville at
snevillebelieve@gmail.com or myself at
ncsuleo@gmail.com.

For God and County
Mel Stanberry
Vice President — Clayton Unit #71

American Legion Chapter 71 Riders
Vic Wynne, Director
919-632-0808 for more information

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 71
David Jones, SAL Commander
919-922-5802 for more information

Veterans Rally Point - Please join us for Johnston
County’s “Veterans Rally Point” event. ALL
Veterans are invited to attend this special event to
be held at the Smithfield American Legion Post.
The venue is simply to provide a rally point for all
veterans to meet, socialize, and network. Meets are
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9am until
11am. Join fellow veterans for coffee, conversation
and the occasional guest speaker. Point of Contact:

Robert Boyette 919-989-5067.

Veterans ID Card - If you do not have a VA ID
card, you can get a Veterans ID Card from
Vets.com. This can be used in place of your DD-
214. More info can be found in the YouTube video
at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCKZPt0ZyQ
&feature=youtu.be

R ALY

DECEMBER 2020 BIRTHDAYS:

John Arseneautt, Joseph Capps, Lee Carter, Brian
Collins, Chris Cuc, Eugene Eckerson, Edwin Goff,
Gray Griffey, Lawrence Huber, Dennis Huges,
Leslie Hunt, Phillip Johnson, Chris Larson, Andrew
Lofton, Leigh Malloy, Theodore McKay, Rickey
Myall, Alfred Peavy, James Peters, Robert
Shepherd, and Wallace Ward.

Sen. Ernst initiates Buddy Check Week
legislation

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-lowa was inspired by The
American Legion Buddy Check program, and
introduced S.4657, legislation that would will
require VA to establish a “Buddy Check Week” and
provide educational opportunities, materials and
references for veterans to learn more about how to
conduct personal wellness checks. The bill also
compels VA to expand resources for the Veterans
Crisis Line to handle any potential increased
volume during the designated week.

Jimmie Johnson announces Legion 48
Challenge

NASCAR Champion Jimmie Johnson appeared on
Fox & Friends to announce The American Legion
sponsorship of his #48 Indy car, which he and Indy
car veteran Tony Kannan will race in the 2021
season. Johnson urges fans to celebrate the new
relationship by making a Giving Tuesday donation
to the 48 Challenge to support The American
Legion Veterans & Children fund. Learn more and
donate at www.legion.org/48
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THIS CALENDAR IS A PLACEHOLDER TO ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT HAVE DOUBLE BOOKINGS.
ALL MEETINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE THE GOVERONOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS
AND THE COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS.

January 2021

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Awdiliary 7P Happy Hours Post Executiva
- Masting 5:45 PM
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Travel 1o AR Marine Corps Happy Hours MMembarship
FI— Laagua 7 PM - Masting 7 PM
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Happy Hours
FHPM
24 25 26 27 28 20 30
Happy Hours 408
55PN 7PM
31
Post 71 Important Contacts:
Commander: Jerry Hill - (919) 359-8217 Adjutant: Paul Papineau - (847) 863-6779
1st Vice: Mac McCorkle - (919) 395-9926 Legion Riders Director: Vic Wynne (919) 632-0808
2nd Vice: Sal Pilo - (919) 280-7446 Auxiliary President: Sharon Neville - (919) 818-6626
Chaplain: Terry Stanberry - (919) 520-3861 SAL Commander: David Jones (919) 922--5802
Service Officer: Jimmy Braxton - (919) 413-6006 Rentals: Jimmy Braxton - (919) 413-6006
Free ride to the VA Hospital in Durham (DAV Van) call (919) 989-7177. They will tell you were to meet the van.
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