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Commander’s Corner:

We have dealt with a lot of changes in the last cou-
ple of years and my plan for this year is to focus on
building our membership and ensuring that this
post belongs to all of its members. We have done a
lot of work inside and out to include some structural
upgrades, fresh paint, lots of cleaning, and we even
have 2 offices now! All of this is due to the volun-
teer work from some of our members and | can’t
thank them enough. The next task will be tackling
the hall and hopefully getting it completed before
our Christmas party in December. | look forward to
seeing you all at our next meeting!

In Case You Missed It:

Here are a couple of highlights from July’s meeting.

1. The Town of Clayton is installing a new sewer
outfall that will run through our property. Due
to this, they requested to purchase a portion of
Post property so we had a vote and it was
passed. Their attorneys are preparing the paper-
work for signatures and we will be receiving a
check for the purchase. This project is minimal
and will have no effect on our building or Post
functions.

2. We are looking for committee chairmen and
Kevin Wilson volunteered for the Christmas
committee. If you’re interested in helping out,
please let him know.

New Members:

The Adjutant is on vacation so we don’t have a list
of the new members from July. We will be sure to
list your names in the next newsletter but we wel-
come you aboard and look forward to seeing you at
the meetings and post events!

NC State

Pictured Above: Post Commander, Pam Meek, presenting Chris
Johnson with a certificate of appreciation. Chris worked with
Ken Best in the video production and voice over for the
“Missing Man Table” ceremony that was used at the Veteran’s
Day celebration at the Clayton Post in 2021.

Upcoming Events:

¢ Reading of the Names
8/6/22, 1200
State Capitol, Raleigh, NC
¢ Live @ The Rudy Classic Country Jubilee
8/6/22, 1245, $20
300 N Raiford St, Selma, NC
¢ Veteran’s Rally Point
8/10/22, 0800
American Legion Post 132
100 Pitchi St., Smithfield, NC
¢ Post 71 Membership Meeting
8/11/22, 1900
¢ Downtown Clayton Concert Series
8/18/22, 1830 - 2130, FREE
Town Square, Clayton, NC

¢ Heavy Thunder: Summer Artillery Program
8/20/22, 1000 - 1600
Bentonville Battlefield State
Historic Site, Four Oaks, NC
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Post Service Officer Article:

Provided by Kevin Wilson

A big sigh of relief with the Senate passing the
Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act, or
the PACT Act, on Tuesday, 8/2/22, with an 86-11
vote. The bill expands healthcare and disability
benefits to millions of veterans. Less than a week
after more than two dozen Republicans blocked
it, the bill heads to President Joe Biden’s desk to
be signed into law. Senator Thom Tillis of North
Carolina was one of the dissenting votes. If you
have questions about what benefits the law will
provide you, please search me out and we can
discuss your options.

As mentioned in my Facebook post, please con-
tinue taking advantage of the information already
available to you at:

* American Legion Benefits Center:

*  https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits

x VA Benefits for Veterans:

*  https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/

benefits book.asp#

| also encourage you to attend the Veterans Rally
Point on the second Wednesday of each month at
the American Legion Post 132, 100 Pitchi St,
Smithfield, NC 27577. This is a place where veter-
ans meet, socialize, and network. Robert Boyette,
Johnston County Director of Veteran Services,
normally attends and would be able to answer
any questions you may have or you can contact
him directly at 919-989-5067.

Quote of the Month:

“Change is the law of life. Those that look only to
the past or the present are certain to miss the
future.”

- John F. Kennedy

Social Media:

Social media is the fastest way to spread and receive
information so please be sure to link up to our Face-
book pages and bookmark the Post Website to your
browser.

Post 71 Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

nclegionpost71.org

Post 71 website:

https://nclegionpost71.org

Post 71 Riders Chapter Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/ALR71ClaytonNC/

The Post 71 booth for the 2nd Annual Independence Day Street

festival on July 2, 2022 ; Square to Square in Downtown Clayton.

Post 71 Officers:

= Commander Pam Meek 919-320-6221

= 1st Vice Commander Dick Neville 919-818-4278
= 2nd Vice Commander Ron Hadley 919-671-7612
= Adjutant Vickie Woodard 919-455-5565
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Auxiliary News:

With the new year comes new officers. A big thank
you to those who gallantly led our group last year.
Mel Stanberry (VP) stepped in for an extended peri-
od due to the loss of our President, Sharon Neville,
and with the additional support from Rae McCorkle
(Sec) and Devon Cotham (volunteer extraordinaire)
we held strong. The new officers roles are listed be-

low with several positions still vacant:

President: Sonya Wilson 757-754-5561
We will be featuring a member profile each y

month but the difference is, we won’t be telling VP: Mel Stanberry
you who it is! Our hope is for you to guess who it

is by getting to know your fellow veterans. We Secretary/Treasurer: Jayne Hafer

will be offering prizes to those who guess cor- Sergeant at Arms: Peggy Perinno
rectly. The first profile will be in next month’s
issue. Please forward your profile to the com- Goals:

mander but remember, keep it to yourself so

others can guess who you are! 0 Increase membership through contact and ad-
uess who you are!

vertisement with current Legion members’
spouses and participation in outreach activities

in the community.

SHHHH...it’s a secret!!
0 Supporting and participating in the programs
and activities of the Post.

A great way to get to know other members is by
coming to the monthly meetings, come down for
the Buddy Breakfast on Tuesday mornings, or
join the fun at Happy Hours in the basement on and families.
Wednesday nights! Every member can bring 1
guest!

0 Coordinate fundraising events to provide mone-
tary support to various veteran organizations

Meeting are every 2nd Wednesday of the month at
the post from 1900 —2000.

*+%4 REMINDERS****

*  Dues are due! Pay $35 before the end of the year! Anything after 31 December will be $45. Pay online @ https://
www.legion.org/renew or by mail to Post 71, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC 27528 . Contact Dick Neville with any

questions.

¢+ Don't forget to put together a team for the Annual Golf Tournament on September 7, 2022 being held at the Wen- :
dell Country Club! Registration ends August 26th! :

*  Buddy Breakfast at the Post every Tuesday from 0900 - 1100. Auxiliary hosts the breakfast every 4th Tuesday of
: the month in the main hall. Be sure to come out and enjoy the fellowship! Please reach out to Pam Meek if you'd
like to volunteer to provide the breakfast one morning!

*  Happy Hours in the basement at the Post every Wednesday from 1630 - 2100 for poker, cornhole, or darts!
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