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My follow Veteran Legionnaires of Post 71 -

As you know the Governor of NC has extended the
Pandemic shelter in place order until September 11th.
The impact of the Shelter in Place rules continues for all
of us including not being able to have our membership
meeting Thursday August 13th at Post 71. | am being
asked by many members how are we going to continue
as an effective veteran’s organization with no General
Membership meetings? Per the Post 71 By-Laws, the
Executive Committee will act as needed to manage Post
71 representing the memberships interest. We have a
dedicated leadership team guiding Post 71 during these
troubling times. The Executive Committee led by the
commander is implementing ways we can lower any Post
operating cost and also find ways to expand our revenue.

The Post is at the same time expanding communication
and support of our membership. One program is the
Buddy call program - Terry Stanberry has set up a phone
listing of all post members so that we can call and check
on each other and ensure everyone is being looked after.
| encourage you to contact Terry and volunteer to join the
Buddy program and stay in contact with your fellow

members. Terry’s email address is terrync57@gmail.com.

We (the Executive Committee Leadership) are watching
over the Post 71 for the membership (all of you) and will
keep the post safe and functional until we can all be
together again (miss those dinners).

So during the Shelter in place a few tips that may help
you keep safe -

1. Good Health - The National Institute on Aging has all
sorts of great information on how to get started with an
exercise program and to stick with it.

2. Social connections - Staying connected can be as
simple as regularly scheduled phone calls, texts and
emails.

3. Purpose - For those who work your already involved in
a purpose. VolunteerMatch.org lists volunteer
opportunities that are searchable by city and category.

4. Education - Experts believe that ongoing education and
learning new things may help keep you mentally sharp
simply by getting you in the habit of staying mentally
active.

5. Optimistic Outlook - A glass-half-full attitude may pay
huge dividends, including lower risk of developing
cardiovascular disease and other chronic ailments and a
longer life.

6. Gratitude - People who count their blessings have a
more positive outlook on life, exercise more, report fewer
symptoms of illness and are more likely to help others.

7. Man’s best friend - The companionship of a furry friend
can be as beneficial as that of another human being. The
physical and mental health benefits of owning a dog (or
cat) can boost the longevity of the owner.

Post 71 Veterans membership stay safe and well until we
can all meet in person again.

Commander Leonard Moore Post 71, Clayton NC
Jerry Hill
Email address - jhill53553@gmail.com
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"Before our accountability to government
is our accountability to God." - wa varride

Unity going forward

We have been challenged with a recent change of
leadership and direction of our Post. A few of our
members met this change with negativity and didn’t want
any change to the status quo, but most members stayed
with our team. The COVID-19, Coronavirus Pandemic
complicated matters on having any meetings. Our new
Commander and Executive Board wanted to make some
changes to work with our local county officials and add
some fund-raising activities, but some of our members
rejected this idea of change.

Our team has a vast experience in the American Legion
and no matter where you go in the American Legion, we
must change. It started last year on the eligibility status of
joining. Now if you have served one day in the Armed
Forces; Army, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, Air Force,
and now Space Command since December 7, 1941, and
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have been honorably discharged or are still serving - you
are eligible for membership in The American Legion!

Locally, we have been challenged to raise money to keep
our Post open. We had a devastating water leak in the
basement and had to replace the roof. We still need to
do some work on our parking lot, ice machine, and HVAC
system. We started a scrap drive and a Gun Raffle which
brought in some needed funds. This change will be on-
going to maintain our Post for the membership.

1 Corinthians 15:51 - Behold, | shew you a mystery; We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

Ecclesiastes 3:1 - To every [thing there is] a season,
and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

You cannot create a positive outcome with negative
thinking. Negative thoughts lead to negative emotions;
and change does not work. If you want to feel good about
positive change, the only option you have is to learn to
think positively. We are all associated in a common
cause, united for specific purposes in service ‘for God
and country.” We should be meeting each of our fellow
veteran’s with open arms, open hearts, and open minds.
Perhaps another way of putting it, we should be tolerant
of the beliefs of others, and intolerant of those who are
not. To try new things with the thought of helping our
community will result in a positive view of where we all fit
in going forward in Johnston County.

Terry Stanberry
Post 71, Chaplain

* oo Veoterans

eee CrisislLine
1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©

Veterans Rally Point - Please join us for Johnston
County’s “Veterans Rally Point” event. ALL
Veterans are invited to attend this special event to
be held at the Smithfield American Legion Post. The
venue is simply to provide a rally point for all
veterans to meet, socialize, and network. Meets are
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9am until
11am. Join fellow veterans for coffee, conversation
and the occasional guest speaker. Point of Contact:
Robert Boyette 919-989-5067.

Veterans ID Card - If you do not have a VA ID card,
you can get a Veterans ID Card from Vets.com.
This can be used in place of your DD-214. More info
can be found in the YouTube video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHCkZPt0ZyQ&
feature=youtu.be

Basement Committee: The basement lounge will
not open until after we have our first monthly
meeting. We are looking at how we can open the
Basement up with social distancing in mind. ldeas
are always welcome.

Legion Riders meetings will resume when the Post
meetings resume, POW/MIA Ride 10:30 AM first
Saturday of each month. Contact Bob Gretsinger at
harleybobg@yahoo.com for more information.

Legion Auxiliary meetings will resume when the
Post meetings resume. Contact Sharon Neuville,
President at: snevillebelieve@gmail.com for more
information.

The American Legion Basic Training-This training
should be mandatory for anyone wanting a position
in our Post. See the Post Service Officer or enroll at:
https://www.legion.org/alei You will need your ID Card.
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August Birthdays —
Hulls Landing-Feeding our Veteran’s 08/08/2020

Jay Dinner, Wayne Graham, Joseph Hester, James Hill, Participants met and took Smithfield supplied
David Hufton, David Keck, Daniel Layton, Glen Lee, dinners to Hulls Landing for homeless vets. A
Prayer was said to bless the food then due to the
Pandemic veterans were fed one at a time.

Robert Long, Mac McCorkle, Charles Morgan, William
O’Neil, Bradley Parker, Fredrick Paul, Sal Pilo, Guy
Reed, Larry Tice, Francis Tichauer, William Warren,
Curtis Whitehurst, Don Williams.

Carolina Packers Donation 07/20/2020
Photo: Sal Pilo, Carolina Packer, and Jerry Hill.

On July 20th Sal Pilo and Jim Braxton received a
donation of 30 pounds of hot dogs and 20 pounds of
sausage for upcoming fund raisers for our Post from
Carolina Packers.

NC Post 71 Installs Officers 08/06/2020

Smithfield's Bcken ‘N Bar-B-0
is proud to sponsor Post 71
and our veterans.

American Legion Leonard Moore Post 71 ¢ 1300 Old US 70W, PO Box 252, Clayton, NC
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EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES
08/06/2020

Acting Commander Hill called the
meeting to order at 1545, August 6".

Present: Acting Commander Jerry

Hill; 2" Vice Mac McCorkle; Adjutant
Paul Papineau; Chaplin Terry
Stanberry; Service Officer Jim Braxton; Sgts-at-
arms Larry Tice, Bob Gretsinger, Vincent Czepiel,
Al Cotham; District 11 Commander Bo Durham;
Pam Meek; and Sal Pilo

Open Post Executive Committee (PEC) positions:

Motion to appoint Jeff Marcum as Finance Officer
was made by Paul Papineau, seconded by Terry
Stanberry and passed by unanimous consent.

Motion to appoint Jerry Hill as Post Commander
was made by Bob Gretsinger, seconded by Al
Cotham and passed by unanimous consent.

Motion to appoint Mac McCorkle as 1% Vice
commander was made by Terry Stanberry,
seconded by Bob Gretsinger and passed by
unanimous consent.

Motion to appoint Dick Neville as Post Historian was
made by Bob Gretsinger, seconded by Paul
Papineau, and passed by unanimous consent.

The now open position of 2™ Vice was considered.
Pam Meek and Sal Pilo stood for the position. A
secret ballot was taken. Paul collected the nine
ballots and Jerry counted them. Sal received 5
votes and Pam 4. Sal was declared the 2™ Vice.

A short installation and swearing in ceremony for all
Post 71 Officers was conducted by District 11
Commander Bo Durham.

Basemen: The Commander appointed Pam Meek
the chairperson of the Basement Committee. The
PEC unanimously approved. Pam was given the
keys. She was directed to present her plan to run
the basement at the next PEC meeting. Pam
requested that the Basement fund be absorbed into
the General fund. The Commander directed the
Finance Officer and Sal (previous finance officer) to

accomplish the transfer of funds. The Commander
stated that the Basement will remain closed until the
Post has full membership meetings.

Buildings and Grounds: The Commander
appointed Jim Braxton chairman of the Buildings
and Grounds Committee.

NO MEETING for THE MEMBERSHIP THURSDAY
AUGUST 13th. The Commander asked if we

should have a full meeting on 13 August. The PEC
agreed that under the current COVID-19 rules, we
could not have a meeting.

Constitution and By-laws Revision: The
Commander noted that every member had been
sent a copy of the proposed revision and a ballot. It
was noted that some mailings didn’t include the
ballot card. The Adjutant was directed to post
information on the websites and in email to find out
who didn’t get a ballot and to send them one. It was
decided that since 14 August was the deadline for
ballots and that postcards aren’t time stamped by
the Post Office, collection of ballots on 16 Au%ust
would ensure that all ballots posted by the 14
would be counted. The Adjutant was charged with
collecting and counting the ballots. The Adjutant
reported that 26 ballots had been received thus far
(meeting the minimum of 17 for a valid vote) and
that all were ‘Yes’ votes.

Use of the Hall: It was noted that the Marine Corps
League had used the hall exceeding the maximum
number of 10 persons allowed. The Commander
stated that the Hall could be used by Riders, Marine
Corps League, Auxiliary, etc. if they followed the
Governor’s Executive Order and notified Ed Smola
first.

Baseball: It was noted that Ray Payne, the
Baseball Chair, had resigned his position and
transferred to another Post. We are currently
looking for a member to come forward to be the
Baseball Chairman.

Wednesday Social Gatherings: Dick Neville
questioned if they should continue because they
presented an insurance issue should something
were to happen. After much discussion, the issue
was tabled until the next meeting and referred to the
Department Judge Advocate.
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Buddy Program: The Chaplin discussed restarting
the Buddy Program and it's importance in communi-
cating with our members during this pandemic. He
passed out lists of 10 people to be called by those in
attendance. Bo asked for a list of the committee
chairman for use in his calls. The Chaplin also stated
that the Newsletter will come out this week.

Finance: The increase in the insurance policy premi-
um was discussed. The Finance Officer was direct to
investigate the increase and possible changing insur-
ers. Dick Neville offered to provide the name of a
company that insures other Posts. Pam was appoint-
ed to the Finance Committee by the Commander at
Mac’s recommendation.

Flag Retiring: Bo noted that we need to provide a
date for the next Flag Retiring. Once the date is set,
we should endeavor to include the whole post with
social distancing, people remaining in cars, etc.

Facebook Page: The Legion Facebook page was dis-

cussed at length.

Motion to appoint Paul as administrator was made by
Mac, seconded by Vinny and passed by unanimous
consent.

Motion to appoint Bob Gretsinger as assistant admin-
istrator was made by Paul, seconded by Vinny and
passed by unanimous consent.

Website: Vinny discussed its features and the levels
of sponsorship available. Gold at $500, Silver at
$300, and Centennial at $100.

Sponsorships: The Commander reported that he has
been asking businesses for sponsorships. He stated
that we have the web, grants and rentals for income
now. Grant requests have been made to Lowes,
Home Depot, Walmart, and Arby’s.

Ice Machine: The Commander has been working with
Ken Parker to interface with a donor who will provide
a new machine and install it and a water filter at no
cost.

Hull's Landing: Participants will meet Saturday at the
Post at 10:30 to take Smithfield supplied meals to
Hull's Landing for homeless vets.

Lowes Tax-free Account: Al Cotham noted that we
need to open a tax-free account at Lowes for him to
buy a lawn mower for the Post. Commander volun-
teered to do this.

Hotdog Event: Jim and Sal will head up an event to
cook hotdogs and sausages for the public as a fund-
raising event Sept 12th. They have sponsorship from
Carolina packers who have a 60,000-member web-
site. They will advertise, supply signs, and donate
food. The event will be held in our parking lot Sept
12th. More to follow.

A prayer was given by the Chaplain and the meeting
adjourned at 1940.

Submitted
Paul Papineau
Adjutant

American Legion Auxiliary
| Sharon Neville
President

Dear American Legion Auxiliary
Members of Clayton Unit #71,

We hope that this first newsletter of the new year
(2021) finds you and yours healthy and safe! We
miss all your smiling faces and not being able to
get and give hugs.

In June, Unit #71 and one of our sister Units —
Four Oaks #346, provided a transitioning female
Veteran in Raleigh with bedding items (Durham
VA provided the mattress) cooking utensils and a
dresser. We were able to provide well over
$200.00 worth of items. Thanks to everyone that
was involved. The Veteran now has a clean and
safe place to live.

A very special Thank You goes out to TAL Post
#71 for including the ALA in helping with a Smith-
field BBQ lunch that was served to the Hull's
Landing apartment complex for Veterans in the
Raleigh area. Great Job! It is always a pleasure
to work with our TAL members.
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Right now, we are looking forward to having our
Chili Cook-Off in January and also doing our
Bunco Party sometime in the spring. Time will
tell. Will keep everyone updated.

Dues for 2021 are now due: please make your
check payable to the American Legion Auxiliary
for $25.00 (senior) $10.00 (junior) and mail to
Sharon Neville, 107 Bradford Circle, Clayton, NC
27527. Thank you in advance for your prompt
payment of your dues.

If you or someone you know would like to join us
in helping our Veteran, please give me a
call: Sharon Neville 919-818-6626.

Peace, stay healthy and be safe. Keep all our

Veteran’s in your prayers. If you know of a Vet-
eran or their family in need please let us know.

God Bless,
For God and Country,

Sharon Neville
President Unit #71

September 2020
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10

Membership 7 PM

11 12

Post Fund Raiser
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73rd Air Force B-Dpy

17 19
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Post 71 Important Contacts:

Commander: Jerry Hill - (919) 359-8217

1st Vice: Mac Mcorkle - (919) 395-9926

2nd Vice: Sal Pilo - (919) 280-7446

Chaplain: Terry Stanberry - (919) 520-3861
Service Officer: Jimmy Braxton - (919) 413-6006

Adjutant: Paul Papineau - (847) 863-6779

Legion Riders Director: Vacant

Aucxiliary President: Sharon Neville - (919) 818-6626
Newsletter Editor: Terry Stanberry - terrync57 @gmail.com
Rentals: Ed Smola - (919) 270-8951

Free ride to the VA Hospital in Durham (DAV Van) call (919) 989-7177. They will tell you were to meet the van.
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